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The scripture says, in describing
faith as more than intellectual assent,
but action, that when Abraham was
called, he ‘“‘went.”” When Bill’s Nation
called him, he went—even into great
danger. And, to a most unusual degree,
throughout the remainder of his life,
he continued to hear that call and he
went—in service to others in a host of
ways and especially to veterans.

I believe Bill Callender was one of
Alabama’s most valuable citizens. Viv-
ian Cannon, of the Mobile Press Reg-
ister, wrote at the time of his receipt
of the Distinguished Flying Cross,
given for his actions on that harrowing
day in Vietnam when he flew his chop-
per into a very hot landing gone to in-
sert and later that day to extract
American soldiers who were under
heavy fire—a very fine piece on these
events. Her article quotes a letter he
wrote to his wife shortly after the
events that included this line: ‘“By the
grace of God, we came out OK.” Such
courageous actions cannot be bought
with money. They arise from the char-
acter of the hero, from love of country
and from loyalty to comrades.

It is part of the American sense of
duty. Former Secretary of Defense Bob
Gates talks about it in his new book,
“Duty.” When the President and we in
Congress send our magnificent soldiers
into harm’s way to achieve a military
objective deemed important, there is
also a duty owed them and their de-
pendents of the highest order. It is a
bond that must never be broken.

Perhaps Bill never forgot that experi-
ence in Vietnam and others like it that
were up close and personal to him.
There were those badly wounded he
flew out for life saving care, those
killed in action, and those young, anx-
ious faces he looked into when he flew
them into areas of great danger where
lives would be lost and where, by the
grace of God, Bill had been spared.

Thereafter, he began a lifetime of
service to them and America. And
serve he did—with joy and enthusiasm,
wisdom and judgment, and responsi-
bility.

By nature, he was supportive and af-
firming. He was just a ‘‘good guy’ and
“humble,” says Wallace Davis of Vol-
unteers of America. I admired him
greatly. He was a leader in the best
sense of the word. He gave good advice
and insight. I valued his judgment. He
led by example.

When my senior military advisor,
COL Pete Landrum, came to the Mo-
bile area, we asked Bill to arrange
meetings for veterans and sought his
input on key issues. He was the go-to
guy. In fact, few, if any, veterans ac-
tivities in the area happened without
his leadership and contribution.

Serving on the important Battleship
Commission, his tireless advocacy for
the new Veterans Cemetery, working
with the Veterans Administration and
Congress and others, and his vigorous
support for the Honor Flight Program
just reflect some of his work. He truly
gave himself for many good causes.
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Bill leaves behind his wonderful wife,

Jacqueline Bachar Callender; his 3
daughters, Ginger (Jay) Hawkins,
Cyndi Callender and Tammy (Jeff)

Hadley; 12 grandchildren and 8 great-
grandchildren, and many great friends
who are feeling his loss but can take
comfort in the knowledge that we have
had the privilege of being in the pres-
ence of a remarkable man who lived a
wonderful life, consistent with the
great heritage of America.e

———

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS DECLARED IN EXECU-
TIVE ORDER 13396 ON FEBRUARY
7, 2006, WITH RESPECT TO THE
SITUATION IN OR IN RELATION
TO COTE D’IVOIRE—PM 29

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency, unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13396 of February 7, 2006, with re-
spect to the situation in or in relation
to Cote d’Ivoire is to continue in effect
beyond February 7, 2014.

The situation in or in relation to
Cote d’Ivoire, which has been addressed
by the United Nations Security Council
in Resolution 1572 of November 15, 2004,
and subsequent resolutions, has re-
sulted in the massacre of large num-
bers of civilians, widespread human
rights abuses, significant political vio-
lence and unrest, and fatal attacks
against international peacekeeping
forces.

Since the inauguration of President
Alassane Ouattara in May 2011, the
Government of Cote d’Ivoire has made
progress in advancing democratic free-
doms and economic development.
While the Government of Cote d’Ivoire
and its people continue to make
progress towards peace and prosperity,
the situation in or in relation to Cote
d’Ivoire continues to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of
the United States. For these reasons, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency and
related measures blocking the property
of certain persons contributing to the
conflict in Cote d’Ivoire.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 4, 2014.
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:16 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 357. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require courses of education
provided by public institutions of higher edu-
cation that are approved for purposes of the
educational assistance programs adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
charge veterans tuition and fees at the in-
State tuition rate, to make other improve-
ments in the laws relating to benefits admin-
istered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 1791. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to codify authority
under existing grant guidance authorizing
use of Urban Area Security Initiative and
State Homeland Security Grant Program
funding for enhancing medical preparedness,
medical surge capacity, and mass prophy-
laxis capabilities.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 5:33 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 2642. An act to provide for the reform
and continuation of agricultural and other
programs of the Department of Agriculture
through fiscal year 2018, and for other pur-
poses.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. LEAHY).

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 357. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require courses of education
provided by public institutions of higher edu-
cation that are approved for purposes of the
educational assistance programs adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
charge veterans tuition and fees at the in-
State tuition rate, to make other improve-
ments in the laws relating to benefits admin-
istered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

H.R. 1791. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to codify authority
under existing grant guidance authorizing
use of Urban Area Security Initiative and
State Homeland Security Grant Program
funding for enhancing medical preparedness,
medical surge capacity, and mass prophy-
laxis capabilities; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR
The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 1982. A bill to improve the provision of
medical services and benefits to veterans,
and for other purposes.

——
MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:
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